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Choose the greener outcome

for your investment strategy

By RUTH HEIL
Pussiness Jowrnal
Colummnis

P-_\'l.‘.u_-:' is & strategic game intended to
accumulate wealth. Since | don't
know how o play, I'd need to hire o
professional if [ wanved o make any
money at the game.

First, I'd hand over some cash, telling
[h(' mmhh':r wlfu.'n | it Yy FCEurm,
and them 1'd walk away until the win-
nings {or losses) arrived. | could only
judge my player by the cash he gained
without any thought to the tllegal,
shady, backroom dealings thar may
have cecurred in the interim.

The approach is
similar for the aver-
agre moutual fund
investor who never
really knows if his

clean and prosperows. As Joyee Moore,
president of Jovee Moore Financial
Services in Mac ungie pants out, ]
no reason why a person has to sacrifice
a singgle rerum in order 1o make a con-
sclenrious investment.”

This is partly because, Moore says,
“there is an awful lor of investment in
[T 1|||!u:~||'1,' 113. virtue of what is h.‘l["-
Fu.=|1i|s,|.: in \":.";Lﬂ]uli,;:l'-l’ln l'qzh[ now,”
That fact alone makes the environ-
ment an eligible contender ar poday’s
table.

An ecasy way for any organiztion 1o
foster preen Investment is o imcluche
sustainable Invesrment strategies in its
employess’ 401(k) plan offerings.
Employees can then have greater con-
trol over the byproduct of their invest-
ments. Mot every portfolio need be
constructed with 100 percent of these

fumds: olftentimes,
CHjrAn izt IOmS AEE up

Sustainable investing tends | iy of sereened
to be more about who is
included in the game rather

and unscreened
plans, allowing
employees to make

or her player is fol-  han just banning those who their own choice.

'||_*:wj|'u; the rules ar
even which rules
the game is using,
Bt fist more than
30 years, socially responsible invesr-
ment (R} funds have provided the
conscientious investor with the power
o exclude cheaters and diry players,
These defensive acrions have paved
the way for the current discipline of
sustainable investing: using envison-
I'IH.'I'IIHI. 5-.::.'|:L| :-|.I'||J HEETTIANCE [F.H(}]-
analysis vo derermine which businesses
are 2 jpoodd envitonmental bet.

Historically, SR1 funds screened out
wagers on those involved with the
"sinful” acts of alechol, tobacco or
firearms use. Beginning with the Pax
World Balanced Fund — started by a
few Methodises who did not wane chelr
dollars to support the Vietnam War —
thi: philmsophy grew fo screen against
all sorts of evils like the unethical
treatment of animals, unfair labor stan-
dards, homogenized hiring practices or
unsate work procedures. Environmen-
tal degradarion was quickly added o
the screening menu. SR funds are seill
around, and some including Pax World
Balanced {waew, paxworld.com) have a
good financial wrack record.

Today, the defense of these values is
still very important, but the game has
shifted toward aligning financial
wealth with environmental healch.
Sustainable investing tends to be more
about who is included in the game
rather than just banning those who
should not be, in order to support com-
panies that are finding solutions to our
grovwng ecological problems.

Same argue that shrinking the num-
ber of players could reduce repurns, bur
the sustainable investment discipline
already has a track record of profizabili-
ty, and the field is poised for greart suc-
cess as more of us demand thar public
companies create a future that is safe,

should not be ...

Besides a 401(k),
the following are
rwo wild cards char
fuel investment in
ceofriendly products, services, and
business processes:

Sharcholder Advocacy — “invalves
(qualified) stockholders going to annu-
al meetings and purting forth resolu-
tions,” says Moore, who has been using
this to address ees for ar least a
decade.

Community Investing — can be as
simple a5 buying a centificate of deposit
from your community development
bank instead of a large national bank.
These regional banks support the com-
munity because ir's their mission, not
because they are mandated 1o do so.

Mare information can be found on
community investing and shareholder
advocacy at
wAw, coopamericd. orglsocialmeesting.

Mo matter who you are, it pays to get
advice from a dedicated advisor com-
mitted to wholeheartedly furthering
your pood intentions. One can be
tough to find. Macungie-based Moore,
for example, has focused on socially
responsible investing as well as retine-
ment and estate planning since 1991.
Oin the Web ar wuae jmfs.com, she (s
able ta help employers set up o 401 (k)
theough her affiliation with
SocialK com.

A high-stakes poker game is played
for fast cash without regard for conse-
quence. Meanwhile, long-term, sus-
tainable investment can also produce a
positive repurn, derived from support of
clean and innovative businesses that
might even be vour trusted neghbors
or your own publicly traded company.

Ruth Heil is a freelance writer in
Green Lane, She can be reached ai
riit it hevriteledat . com.

I'm ready to
control energy

Let UGI Energy Services improve
your energy-buying strategy.

If you use natural gas to heat or fuel your business,

call 1-800-427-8545 1o find out if you can improve how
you buy it. Just ask for your FREE anergy analysis—and
you'll join thousands of other growing businessas in the
mid-Atlantic region who have made the choice to
switch to UGI.

} Ask about smart solutions for electricity purchasing, too.
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B00.427.8545




